
 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 

 
NOLAN P. ESPINDA 

DIRECTOR 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sept. 21, 2020 
 

MASS TESTING OF INMATES BEGINS AT HALAWA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AND 
KULANI CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

 
COVID-19 inmate recoveries increase to 96 percent 

 
HONOLULU – The Hawaii Department of Public Safety (PSD) Health Care Division is working 
with the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) to conduct mass testing for COVID-19 at all 
correctional facilities statewide. The broad-based testing being administered by PSD health care 
and security staff has moved to the Halawa Correctional Facility (HCF) on Oahu and Kulani 
Correctional Facility (KCF) on Hawaii Island.    
 
Waiawa Correctional Facility (WCF) was the first to undergo mass testing and as previously 
reported, all 229 inmate tests at WCF were negative.  Of the 98 staff results were received, 97 
were negative and 1 was positive.  
 
“The broad-based testing was expertly coordinated and executed by the WCF security staff, and 
the PSD Health Care Division last week. Halawa and Kulani were ready to go next and I am 
confident both facilities will follow through, if needed, with their pandemic plan to isolate, 
quarantine and cohort inmates,” said Maria Cook, Deputy Director for Administration/Acting 
Director. “All credit goes to the facility wardens, nursing, mental health, and security teams who 
did all the planning and are administering the testing program in their facilities.” 
 
The order of the facilities next in line for testing is still being worked out.  The test results are 
anticipated to take up to 3 days to receive. PSD is also working with DOH and the Hawaii 
National Guard to coordinate the testing of correctional officers and staff. 
 
The outbreak at the Oahu Community Correctional Center (OCCC) is contained.  There are no 
new positive results to report for staff or inmates. There are currently no inmates hospitalized. 
Over 96% of all inmates who tested positive have recovered. Total PSD staff recoveries 
increased to 75. 
 
 
 
 
 
Total PSD COVID-19 active and recovered cases as of 9/21/20:   
 



 STAFF  INMATES  
 ACTIVE RECOVERED ACTIVE  RECOVERED 
CORRECTIONS DIVISION         
HCCC 0 0 1 0 
KCCC 0 0 0 0 
MCCC 0 0 0 0 
OCCC 29 62 10 300 
HCF 0 3 0 1 
KCF 1 0 0 0 
WCCC 0 2 0 0 
WCF 1 2 0 0 
LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION         
SHERIFF DIVISION 3 5     
NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT DIV. 0 0     
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION* 0 1     
TOTAL** 34 75 11 301 
*Administration Division includes administrative services, fiscal, personnel, 
training and staff development and the offices under the Director. 
**Numbers are subject to change as pending results are received.  

.  
For more information on PSD’s planning and response to COVID-19, inmate testing data, and 
information detailing the efforts made to safeguard the inmates, staff and public, visit our 
webpage at: http://dps.hawaii.gov/blog/2020/03/17/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-
resources/    
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